GEEMAN THEOLOGY: ITS PLACE IN THE
HISTORY OF BELIGION.*

AMONG the books of mystical theology which be-
longed to the era of the pre-Befonnation Mystics,
there was one called c Theologia Germanica,' or < Ger-
man Theology/ It was a great favourite with Luther,
by whom it was edited and recommended to the
people. Luther's friends were afraid that he might
injure his cause by identifying himself with the the-
ology of this book. < We shall be called/ they said,
' German theologians,' and Luther answered bravely,
'It is well; German theologians let us be.' In
tracing the course of religious development in Ger-
many, it is necessary to bear in mind this original
connection of the Lutheran Beformation with the
theology of the Mystics.

In the middle ages, and within the united fold of
the Catholic Church, there existed the same diverse
tendencies which were more definitely developed after
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